
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This Month’s Program: 
 

Colourful BUS Trip into 

Nostalgia 

 

 
 

Presentation by 
 

Albert Aguis 
 
Mr Albert Aguis is well known to members of the 
MHA as he frequently attends talks or presents 
lectures. He was instrumental in the formation of 
the association when, even before its inception, 
he encouraged his brother-in-law Chev. Joseph 
C. Sammut to give two talks (one about Maltese 
coins and another about Maltese and British 
cartoons on Malta) to groups of people at the 
Maltese centre. 
Albert migrated to Australia in 1978 and quickly 
took an interest in the various activities of the 
Maltese community. He was correspondent for 
the ‘Times of Malta’ for some 25 years reporting 
on different events taking place within the  

 
 
community. He was the senior journalist in the 
Maltese Language programs on SBS radio 
between 1987 and 1989. He also contributed  
feature articles and news stories in the ‘Malta 
Cross’ and ‘Il- Maltija’. 
His full time job was as an Administrative Officer 
in the Department of Health with the 
Commonwealth Government of Australia. In 
September 1993 he was seconded by the 
Australian Government as a Consultant to the 
Parliamentary Secretariat for the Care of the 
Elderly in Malta under the auspices of the United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP). 
In 1997 Albert became a Member of the 
Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St John of 
Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta. 
In May 2000, Albert published ‘It-Tezawru’ the 
first thesaurus published in the Maltese 
language. Last year he published the second 
Tezawru. Other publications by Albert Aguis are 
‘Qwiel, idjomi u Laqmijiet Maltin’ as well as 
‘Building a Community’ and ‘Fears, Tears and 
Cheers’ two books in the series ‘Maltese 
Settlement in Australia’ 
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Previous Months Month 
March 2013 

MHA Monthly Presentation. 

By Frà Professor Richard Divall 
The Sacred Music of Malta’s 

National Composer  

 
Nicolò Isouard [1773-1818 

 

A summary  
By Agnes Cauchi 
 

This presentation had two parts: the first part was 
on music in Malta under the Knights, with special 
focus on the composer Nicolò Isuard. The 
second part was the actual concert of sacred 
music by Nicolò Isuard, performed at St John's 
co-cathedral in Valletta, and conducted by Prof 
Divall. 
Before the Knights came to Malta, there was 
already a music life in Mdina, especially in the 
cathedral of St Paul. However, the Knights 
brought a musical establishment to St 
Lawrence's church in Birgu. For 200 years, 
music composition flourished in Malta. Maltese 
priests were sent to Naples to study music, 
among them we find a certain Grixti and Balzan. 
Grand Master de Vilhena even built a baroque 
opera house five storey high. Some operas were 
performed there for the benefit of the Italian 
Knights who always favoured operas. 
Unfortunately, all music of that era is lost, except 
for some sacred music. 
Nicolò Isuard (1773 – 1818) is considered to be 
a national composer of that era. He was born in 
Valletta of a French father and a Maltese mother. 
His father was a revolutionary with strong French 
sympathies. The Isuards were also members of 

the Freemasons. The son took after his father 
and was also an agnostic. 
His father sent him to France to study music. 
Then he was sent to a military college. 
Meanwhile, the French Revolution intervened 
and Nicolò was sent back to Malta.  From there, 
he went to Palermo to study music under well-
known composers. 
What was he like? By all accounts he was 
charming, good-looking and very believable. He 
always believed in himself. He wrote numerous 
operas and sacred music. There are six or seven 
operas which everyone knows about in Paris.  
Isouard made friends with the French when they 
arrived on the Island. He offered 37 compositions 
to the Grand Master of the time. He was well-
liked. When the French banished from the Island, 
Nicolò tried to escape to France on a French ship 
which was captured by the British. Luckily for 
Nicolò, he was simply sent back to Malta.  
His sacred music survived. Dun Gwann 
Azzopardi, who is the curator of the museum in 
Mdina, has collected his works and he wrote a 
book in Maltese. 
The second part was the recording of the actual 
concert from St John's Cathedral in Valletta. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Frà Professor Richard Divall 
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GENERAL NOTICE 

 
 Ex-Servicemen George Cross 

commemoration at MCCV Sunday 
7th April  
 

 George Cross 
commemoration 

at Shelter of Peace Sunday  
14th April at 11:00am 

 

 

 

Prospective members: 
All Welcome 

You are always welcome to attend any of 
our lectures and obtain a hard copy of the 

membership form from Mario Bonnici. Or 
go to our website www.mha.org.au & 

download application form. 




